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On this week’s Legal Update, we will lead you explore 

3 following issues: 

• Investing in golf course construction and business;  

• List of State secret in the fields of inspection and 

settling complaints and denunciations and anti-

corruption; and 

• Personal income tax for expenses for obtaining vi-

sas and compulsory contributions to natural disaster 

prevention fund of employees. 
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INVESTING IN GOLF COURSE 

CONSTRUCTION AND BUSINESS 

Decree No. 52/2020/ND-CP dated 27 April 2020 of the Government on golf course construction and business 

took effective from 15 June 2020. In which, investors should consider some following notes to implement an 

investment project in this sector: 

An investment project on building and trading a golf 

course is a collection of proposals relating to the use of 

investment capital for (i) building a new golf course, 

expanding a golf course for providing services such as 

golf games, golf practice, golf competitions and     

relevant services to golf players; and (ii) building   

ancillary constructions supporting the management, 

operation and commercial use of a golf course and 

provision of accommodations and services for golf 

players or other ancillary constructions. 

The land area used for golf course investment must 

satisfy the following conditions: 

i) The land used for building golf course and     

ancillary constructions supporting the golf course 

business are not belonged to the below: 

• Land for national defense and security     

purpose; 

• Natural forest land, paddy land with at least 

5ha or the forest land and paddy land are not 

satisfying the conditions on protecting and 

developing the paddy land, conditions for 

leasing land, changing the purpose of land 

use, changing the purpose of forest and   

planning the replaced forest in compliance 

with laws on land and laws on forestry; 

• Land located in areas containing original 

constituents of historical - cultural relics, 

famous landscapes and beauty spots which 

have been ranked and relics included in relic 

lists of provincial People’s Committees; 

• Land for construction of industrial parks, 

industry clusters, technology parks and        

hi-tech parks; or  

• Land used for protection of flood control 

systems and coastal setbacks. 

ii) The land used for building golf course must com-

ply with the plans of using land; ensure to use for 

the proper purpose, in an economical, efficient way 

and fulfill the conditions and procedures provided 

by this Decree, laws on investment, planning, land, 

construction, environment and other relevant laws. 

The conditions applied to the investors implement-

ing the golf course project include: 

i) Meeting requirements on financial capability and 

other requirements on leasing land and changing 

the purpose of land use for proceeding the golf 

course project; 

ii) Paying a deposit for assurance of project execution 

(for cases requiring such deposit); 

iii) Having solutions or plans and committing on    

assistance for relocation, training and employing 

the persons using the land where intended to be 

used for the golf course project and local           

employees; and  

iv) Satisfying the necessary requirements and         

conditions on infrastructure of traffic, electricity 

and water; waste-water treatment and                 

environmental protection. 

The investors are only permitted to implement the 

project after completing the below procedures: 

i) Obtaining the Prime Minister’s approval on       

investment policy and being granted an Investment 

Registration Certificate (for the project belonged to 

the investment registration certificate obtainment 

according to the regulations of laws on              

investment); 

ii) Completing legal procedures regarding land and 

construction; and  

iii) Having the environmental impact assessment    

report approved in accordance with laws. 
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“       On 05 June 2020, the Prime Minister issued the 

Decision No. 774/QD-TTg on issuing the list of State 

secret with Confidential level in the fields of inspec-

tion and settling complaints and denunciations and 

anti-corruption as follows: 

STATE SECRETS in inspection, settling complaints and  

denunciations and anti-corruption fields 

Regarding activities of inspection: 

i) Plan on conducting irregular inspections before 

announcing to the inspected subjects according to 

the regulations of the Law on Inspection; 

ii) Report on inspection results of the Inspection Team 

and its members; 

iii) Content of Inspection Conclusion which has not 

been publicized. 

Regarding activities of denunciation settlement: 

i) Full name, address, autograph of a denunciator and 

other information which can reveal the identity of 

the denunciator and a protected person in           

accordance with the Law on Denunciation, unless 

otherwise requested by the denunciator; 

ii) Report on the result of verifying the denunciation 

content before publicizing the conclusion on      

denunciation content. 

Regarding activities of anti-corruption: 

i) Full name, address, autograph of the person who   

inform or report the corruption activities, unless other-

wise required by the informing or reporting person; 

ii) Report content of the competent authorities on the 

corruption activities; 

iii) Result of inspecting, verifying the information or  

report on corruption; 

iv) Information belonged to the national data system on 

controlling assets and incomes that are determined by 

the competent authorities as not being publicized. 

On 29 May 2020, the Tax Department of Bac Giang Province issued the Official Letter No. 2014/TCT-

DNNCN guiding the PIT for expenses for obtaining visas and compulsory contributions to natural disaster 

prevention fund of employees as follows: 

For expenses of obtaining the temporary residence cards (“TRCs”) and visas for foreign employees: 

• Expenses for TRCs and visas for foreign employees to be eligible for working in Vietnam, which is employer’s     

responsibility, shall not be included in the taxable incomes for PIT from salaries and wages of the foreign employees. 

• Expenses for obtaining visas for the employees working in Vietnam to go on business abroad, which is determined as 

business expenses according to financial rules or internal rules of enterprises and in accordance with the regulations of 

law, shall not be included in the taxable incomes for PIT from salaries and wages of the foreign employees, except for 

the cost of business expense exceeding the prescribed amount. 

• Expenses for obtaining TRCs and visas that enterprises paid on behalf of the foreign employees is considered as the 

employees’ benefits shall be included in the taxable incomes for PIT from salaries and wages of the foreign employ-

ees. 

In case employees of enterprises contribute to natural disaster prevention fund according to the regulations of Government 

on establishing and managing the disaster prevention fund, such contribution amount shall be deducted into the incomes 

subject to PIT from salaries and wages. 

PIT for expenses for obtaining visas and  

compulsory contributions to  

natural disaster prevention fund of employees  
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